B Paperchime. Class 12 Political Science: selected practice

UNIT 02/ 13 - LEARN & TRY

International organisations: cooperation and
limits

Name: Date:

Goal: Explain international institutions, veto-related constraints and reform trade-offs.

Learn

International organisations provide institutions through which states can negotiate,
share information and address problems crossing borders. The United Nations was
founded in 1945 and has multiple principal organs with different responsibilities. The
General Assembly includes all member states, while the Security Council has
particular responsibilities for international peace and security. Five permanent
members hold veto power on substantive Security Council decisions under the
applicable rules. An organisation is not a world government with unlimited authority:
its action depends on mandates, member cooperation, resources and political
agreement. Institutions can still matter when they do not resolve every crisis, because
they coordinate assistance and create forums and procedures. Debates about reform
involve representation, effectiveness and accountability, which can pull in different
directions. Avoid assuming one organ performs every task or that a single failure
proves all cooperation useless. A classroom case should identify the problem, the
appropriate institution and the limits that shape its possible response.

Worked example

Original fictional cooperation case: Several countries share flood warnings through an
organisation. Even without controlling national governments, agreed procedures can
improve information and coordination across borders.

1. Why can international organisations help even when states remain sovereign? [2

marks]
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